The component parts of amalgam pills in olden times, that is, my early dental days, consisted of two parts of granulated silver to one part of pure tin. And how surprising to find how varied the product might be from this simple formula. No less than three varieties are produced in the fusion alone, for if the silver is overheat-
cd, when the tin is added, a portion of it (jth< tin), is lost in the fuse; if the silver is overheated, an imperfect amalgamation is the result; but with a proper temperature, then the perfect product, and that is easily spoiled or changed,, for if the melted mass is poured into an overheated or underheated ingot (the specific gravity of the two metalsbeing so different), this will also cause an imperfect product. So it is difficult to get a uniform composition, and! when obtained, the 
